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In the course of the debate, Mr. Gandhi spoke on behalf of the non-co-
operators once more making clear his position as their leader with reference
to the resolutions accepted by the Conference.1
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77.    WOMEN OF GUJARAT
When Smt. Vasanti Devi Das, Urmila Devi Sen and Suniti
Devi were arrested2, some sisters from Ahmedabad decided to form
a Volunteer Corps and court arrest. Consequently, forms of the
pledge were placed before them. The first idea was to publish
the list after fifty names had been enrolled. This happened before
the Congress session.
Meanwhile, the Bengali ladies were released. The Govern-
ment did not have the strength to hold them for long. In con-
sequence, the publication of the Ahmedabad list was suspended,
though signatures continued to be obtained. As a result of the
effort, about 140 women signed up and more are following suit.
Of these, three women have had some experience of jail in the past.
Of what consequence, however, are the signatures by them-
selves? What is of inestimable value is the firm determination
which, we hope, has inspired them.
If, in this way, the signatures have value, the responsibility of
those who have obtained them has also increased. And since I
am the author of this idea, my responsibility is the greatest.
If it had been merely a matter of replacing one Government
by another, I would never have advised women to come forward.
I have seen that there is much sordid work in an effort to secure
that. But, at the end of this struggle, we hope to establish
Ramarajya3 and the poor hope to get protection, women to
live in safety and the starving millions to see an end of hunger.
When the struggle ends, we hope to see the resurrection of the
spinning-wheel, decrease in the poison of communal discord,
eradication of the practice of untouchability so that the so-called
untouchables may look forward to being treated as our brothers,
the closing of the liquor shops and the disappearance of the drink-
1  The Bombay Chronicle, 16-1-1922, has: "Before adjourning, the Conference
appointed a Committee finally to settle the terms of the resolutions to be placed
before the Conference today [January 15]."
2  Vide "Women's Part", 15-12-1921.
3 Rule of Rama3 traditionally regarded as the   ideal political and   social
order